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by SFC Karen Polston

The Marine Corps infantryman was hiding in a
tree, waiting to ambush "enemy" forces. It was hot,
even in the shade, with temperatures edging near
the "scorching" range.

The camouflage paint that had been applied to the
infantryman's face was sticky, but it served its pur-
pose to help him blend in with his surroundings.

Suddenly, the Marine tensed. His hands gripped
his rifle a little harder and his attention was focused
on the "enemy" crawling through the underbush be-
neath him.

Although the Marine and his infantry company
were involved in a field exercise and the "enemy"
wasn't really an enemy, the training was taken
quite seriously.

"When we go out in the field to train, we train
hard," explained Lance Cpl. Larry Romine, assigned
to Golf Company, 2nd Battalion, 2nd Marines at
Camp Lejeune, N.C. "In an actual combat situation
we have to be perfect in everything we do. We have
to train to survive."

Cpl. James Gray, also assigned to Golf Company,
echoed Romine's thoughts. "Practice makes perfect.
If it ever comes down to actual combat, we want to

An infantryman takes aim. (U.S. Marine Corps photo)
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